ENGLISH FOR
INTERNATIONAL

KIBBITZER 30
Heavy Subjects

UNIVERSITYOF
BIRMINGHAM

STUDENTS UNIT

The following revision is taken from a dissertation by a Chinese-speaking student of Education;

Four children who
received scores not
higher than average

Original

Revisions

Four children who received scores not higher than the average score for their
class, and who did not show any sign of rejecting the target children, were selected
as peer helpers.

score in the class and

did not show any sign

of rejecting the target
children were
selected as peer

Four children were selected as peer helpers, the criteria for selection being that
they should have received scores not higher than the average for their class, and
that they should not show any sign of rejecting the target children

helpers..

One of the general principles | attempt to convey to students is 'End-weight', and in particular the need to be
wary of long and complex grammatical subjects. It is important to have available two strategies in dealing
with such subjects,

To ensure that the structure of the subject is easily grasped at first glance. It seemed to me that the
student's draft could be improved by drawing attention to the two coordinated relative clauses as

in the first revision shown: 'Four children who ....., and who ....., were selected ....".

To be able, where appropriate, to re-write the text in such a way that the long and complex
sentence is avoided. Here we experimented to see whether the sentence could be re-written with
the verb following immediately after the head word of the subject: 'Four children were selected ...".
This led us to think about the verb 'select' and to see that the information contained in the relative

clauses of the first revision could (and perhaps should) be expressed as the criteria for selection
(see the 50 citations below for the close collocation of 'select/selection' and 'criterion/criteria').

This was the basis of the second revision.

After some discussion the student decided to make the second of the revisions shown above.
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